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Sparks 


sor 
Buick Shows Knees 
Chevrolet Entertains 
Knudsen Sums Up 
Adcrafters’ Reunion 


Farmers Buy 
ee 


By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 


REVIEWING BUICK and get- 


ting the first peek at the new | 
stuff disabused my mind of one | 


thing —- knee action wheels, as 


fitted by Buick at least, are some- | 


thing that are there and yet can’t 


be seen at a casual glance. Why, | 
out at Flint they placed a huge | 


mirror beneath the front end of 
the new model and on the floor 
so we Peeping Toms could see 
how the contraption actually 
works. And it struck me then 
that very likely others, too, might 
have had the idea that they are 
going to stand on the curb and 


be able to detect cars with inde- | 


pendent front springing through 
visualization. 
* 

BUT YOU are not going to have 
to wait long before you out 
through the country wil! see for 
yourself just what big packages 
Buick is wrapping up for 1934 
consumption. We visitors last 


* * 


Friday were shown confidentially | 
what the new stuff will be, but | 
with restrictions as to what we | 
could say about the changes that 
Dutch Bower and his fellow en- | 


gineers have made. There are 
plenty of these changes and all 
for the improvement of the breed. 


I’m told that the whitewash will | 


be cleaned from Buick show win- 
dows within the next 10 days or 
a week and then the whole world 


will know. 


* * A 


THE VISIT to Flint, one which 
the conductor has made annually 
for several years, was marked by 
the cordial reception given the 
newspaper men by the new presi- 
dent, Harlow Curtice, who might 


be described as “local boy makes | 


good,” for Curtice came from 
“just around the corner” to the 
Buick job—he had been president 
of AC Spark Plug and identified 
with that concern, man and boy, 
for well nigh two decades. The 
introduction gave the new execu- 
tive to spill a nice little wise- 
erack by declaring that “this is 
the best Buick I ever built,” a 
joke which was appreciated by 
those who knew Curtice took 
over the big job of presidenting 
Buick a little over a month ago. 

BILL HUFSTADER, previously 
just titled sales manager and who 
now has “general” preceding it, 
did the honors of the occasion at 
the lunch that followed the pre- 
view and we of the press hast- 
ened back to Detroit for the 
coming-out party at the Book, 
where we Paul Prys and Peeping | 
Toms who hadn’t met him previ- 
ously were introduced to William 
Holler, new sales manager of 
Chevrolet, by Bob Crooker, adver- 
tising manager. Seldom has a 
new executive been greeted by so 
many newspaper men as shook 
the hand of Holler that evening. 

+ * fe 


ALL OF THIS made me even 
more knee wheel conscious than 
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Reo of Canada 
Will Operate 
As Single Unit 


Montreal, Dec. 12.—Reo Motor 


ating policy in Canada, 
which the Reo 
Motor Co. of 
|Canada, Ltd., 
will function in- 
dependently, 
and not as a di- 
| vision of Domin- 
| ion Motors, Ltd. 
This change 
will take effect 


/on Jan. 1, 1934, 
| and will involve 


the leasing by 
Reo Motor Co. 


P. J. Duggan 
of Canada of a 





Motors at Leaside, Toronto. 
| There will be no interruption of 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Willys Group 
Debates Plan 


| For 5,000 Cars| 


a two-hour conference with at- 


interests in the Willys-Overland 
Co. receivership, Federal Judge 
George P. Hahn said the group 
had adjourned to gather additional 
| information concerning the ad- 
visability of manufacturing addi- 
tional model 77 Willys passenger 
cars. 

The group will confer again, 
Judge Hahn said, either Thursday 
or Saturday. The proposal under 
consideration now is the continued 
operation of the local plant 


(Continued on Page 3) 
‘Buick to Boost 
Jan. Schedule 

To 7,500 Units 


Detroit, Dec. 12.—Buick Motor 


Co. 
6,000 cars this month and is plan- 
ning to turn out 7,500 in January. 


The company has set a quota of | 


1933 de- 
to total 


75,000 for 1934. Buick’s 
liveries are expected 
45,000. 

The new models are being 
shipped to dealers for public pres- 
entation in key cities Dec. 20. | 
| With only 881 of the 1933 cars on | 
'hand, Buick dealers have enjoyed 
the best clean up of old cars in 
|their history. Employment at the 
plant is now 10,000 and is increas- 
ing steadily. 

Harlow H. Curtice, 
| Said there was every indication 
|that sales of motor cars in the 
medium price range in 1934 would 
show a material 
|those of the current year. “It is 
| well-known that a large replace- 
ment market exists, and the urge 


to buy new cars will be acceler- | 


| ated by what will be offered to 
the public in the new lines. We 


are confident that Buick will get | 
share of the increased | at 


its full 
business,” said Mr. Curtice. 


Co. announces a change in oper- | 
under | 


section of the plant of Dominion | 


Toledo, Dec. 12. —At the close of | 


torneys representing the various | 


is working on a schedule of | 


president, | 


increase over | 


Over 300. 000 Visitors 
Attend New York Ford 


Show in 


(By wire from 


| Progress, in Commerce Hall 


has surpassed the expectations of the management and 
exhibitors, which comprise more than 150 firms. 

| Saturday’s attendance totalled 101,000 and on Sunday 
| there were more than 107,000 present. 


\7 p. m., 69,203 persons were said to have been checked, 
despite a driving snow storm.0O— 


| The Exposition will run until Dec. 
22. New Ford cars on exhibition 
| at the Exposition and at all Ford 
| showrooms in the metropolitan 
| area, were the center of attraction 
| and a large number of sales have 
been reported by dealers in New 
York and New Jersey. 
Inside the exhibit, the exhibitors 
saw all stages of automobile man- 
ufacture, from the production of 
| the ore, the lumber and the rubber 
| to the finished car. The electric 
welder with its shower of sparks 
seemed to be a particular favorite, 
as did the Briggs Mfg. Co.'s “car 
of the future,” an ultra stream- 

lined model representing the type 
| toward which the automobile is 


Pontiae’s 1934 
Models Shown 


To Zone Force 


Detroit, Dec. 12.--Pontiac Motor 
Co.’s regional and zone officials, 
to the number of 200, are in 
Detroit at a pre-introduction con- 
vention, to become familiar with 
the new models to be announced 
in the near future, and to gain 
knowledge of the company’s mer- 
chandising and promotional plans 
for the 1934 season. The conven- 
tion closed tonight after 
days devoted to a crowded 
gram of inspections, 
speeches and dinners. 


pro- 
tests, 


Today was devoted to business | 


| sessions, held at the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel. H. J. Klingler, president 
and general manager, and A. W. 
L. Gilpin, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, outlined the manu- 
facturing and sales plans for the 
coming year, and other executives 
discussed the programs for adver- 


(C fontinued on Page 4) 


‘November Sales, 14 States, 


115 Per Cent 


| Detroit, Dec. 12. 
sales of new passenger automo- 
biles ran 115 per cent more than 
those in the same month last 
| year in 14 states covered by a 
report issued by R. L. Polk & Co. 

With reports in from 17 per 
cent of the entire country, total 
sales for the month are estimated 
close to 100,000. Compared 
with October sales, the Novem- 


ADN Nex 
| New York, Dec. 12.—With an attendance of more than 
|300,000 in the first three days, the Ford Exposition of 


two | 


November | 


First 3 Days 


York Bureau) 


of the Port Authority Bldg., 


Monday, up to 


evolving. It would hardly be fair, 
however, to single out any one 
feature as the most popular, for it 
was hard to get near any of them. 
The collection of the old Ford cars 
undoubtedly won many laughs, but 
the real interest of most of the 
spectators was in the serious side 
of the show. 

Testing devices abound at the 
Exposition. One instrument, a 
Fadea-meter, determines the fast- 
ness of colored fabrics. Another 
measures the wearing qualities of | 





automobile upholstery material. | 
In a spectacular test a machine} 
exerting a pulling power of 20,000 
pounds to the square inch strains | 
bars of steel until they break. 


1934 Chevrolet 
Plans Told to 


Zone Managers 





Detroit, Dec. 12. General 
|Motors and Chevrolet officials 
were guests at a banquet held to- 
|night at the Statler for more 
jthan 300 Chevrolet regional and 
zone managers and their staffs, | 
present in Detroit for a three-day 
| conference. 

W. S. Knudsen, executive 
| president of General Motors, and 
Marvin E. Coyle, general manager 
of Chevrolet, were the guests of 
honor and speakers of the even- 
|ing. William E. Holler, general 
| sales manager of Chevrolet, was 
[ae Among the large 
| 
! 


vice- 


group at the speakers’ table were 
the principal executives of General 
Motors and Chevrolet. 

Tuesday’s activities centered at | 
|the General Motors proving | 
ground, at Milford, where the} 
visitors got their first glimpse of 
4) 


(Cc ontinue d on P. age 


Above 1932; 


Estimated Total. 100,000 


ber sales in the same 
were 28 per cent lower. 

Motor truck sales for Novem- 
ber in 13 states reported to date 
were 92.8 per cent ahead of sales | 
in November, 1932. Truck cannes] 
trations were 32.6 per cent lower 
than those of the previous month. 
R. L. Polk & Co. estimated that 
the total truck sales for Novem- 
ber would reach 20,000 


territory 


—O 


| proposed charter, 
|tive of 64,930 repair garage 
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Chrysler’ s 11 Mos. ee, Dwarf ’32 


‘igures Reveal 


121%, Increase 
Over ’32 Period 


Detroit, Dec. 11.— Production 
and shipments of new passenger 
cars and commercial vehicles by 
the Chrysler Corp. through the 
first 11 months of this year total 
442,865 units, an increase of 121 
per cent over the first 11 months 
of 1932, it was announced here 
today. This includes total ship- 
ments of Plymouth, Dodge, De 
Soto and Chrysler passenger cars 
and Dodge Brothers taxicabs and 
trucks. 


Thus far this year Chrysler 
Motors has produced and shipped 
242,110 more vehicles than during 
the same period of last year. 
Production and shipments of 
Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto and 
Chrysler passenger cars and 
Dodge Brothers taxicabs and 
commercial vehicles for each 
quarter of the year thus far have 
shown substantial gains over each 
previous quarter and over the 
corresponding periods of 1932. 

Tn the first quarter of tho yeu 


|Chrysler Corp. production and 


shipments were 3 per cent ahead 
of the same quarter of last year. 
In the second quarter production 
and shipments jumped 80 per 
cent higher than the _ second 
quarter of the previous year. At 
the end of the first half of 1933 
Chrysler Corp. had produced and 
shipped 218,220 units, which was 
a 50 per cent gain over the first 
half of 1932. 


In the third quarter of this 
year Chrysler Corp. produced and 
shipped 169,053 vehicles, an in- 
crease of 480 per cent over the 
third quarter of 1932. 


Garage Code 
Is Assailed 
By Auto Clubs 


WILLIAM ULLMAN 


By 
Washington, 
posed code 


Dec. 12.—A _ pro- 
' for the automotive 
maintenance garage trade which, 
it is claimed, will result in an 
increase of 20 per cent in per- 
sonnel and 17 per cent in payroll, 
together with a number of objec- 
tions raised at a public hearing 
here is under revision by the 
NRA today. K. J. Ammerman, 


| deputy administrator presided at 
| the public hearing, held last Fri- 
| day, which brought out the fact 
| that 


the National 
Maintenance Assn., 


Automobile 
sponsor of the 
is representa- 


owners, 


The code proposes a basie work- 
week of 48 hours with 54 hours 
weekly permitted in periods of 
peak business, with a minimum 
hourly rate of 40 cents for me- 
chauical personnel and $14 weekly 
for office workers in towns under 
250,000 population and $15 for 
larger cities. 


Presentation of the code was 


| made by Sol A. Herzog, Los An- 


geles. Don Herr, Indianapolis, 
president of the national associ- 
ation told the deputy administra- 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Shows and Show Goers 


EVERAL times in the past we 
S have called attention to the 
necessity for every 






automobile, 
truck and parts manufacturer to 
do his part this year in support 
of the national shows at New 
York and Chicago. From the re- 
ports of the National Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce it is evi- 
dent that these factors in the in- 
dustry are responding generously 
with show support. 

Now there is need for response 
of a lesser nature of equal im- 
portance. That is the need for 
response from show goers. The 
1934 show will be more than just 
another method of signalling the 
opening of a new automotive 
sales year. Glimpses in the fu- 
ture which manufacturers have 
given us indicate that 1934 cars 
will be radical departures from 
offerings in the past. This year’s 
cars will be new cars designed 
for a new era. There are many 
new “kinks” 

























in order to sell them intelligently. 






have had so far has 
that the majority of drivers are 
clapping hands for the new lines, 
there will still be some who will 
want to be shown. The more the 





greater chance he has to sell it. 






for dealers which cannot be 
beaten. Here a dealer can stand 
on the side lines and listen to the 
questions asked by the buyer and 
answered by the salesmen. He 
can find out from the New York 
buyers what questions his pros- 
pects at home are most likely to 
ask. In this way he can know all 
the answers, and tell his sales 
force all the answers, before his 
buyers really start to ask them. 
If you can get to the show by 
hook or crook it will be worth 
your while to go. At the same 
time you will be giving the show 
the support it should have and 
you should give it. A show with- 
out show goers is like rock and 
rye, without the rye. 






Goodrich Names Sewall, 
Cochran to Sales Staffs 


Akron, Dec. 11.—B. F. Goodrich 
Co. has announced the following 
appointments to the sales staff: 

William Sewall has been as- 
signed to the petroleum sales de- 
partment, and James J. Cochran, 
assistant advertising manager of 
the tire division, has been ap- 
pointed assistant manager of the 
retail sales department at Akron. 


Adolph C. Miller 


Oshkosh, Wis., Dec. 11.—-Adolph 
Cc. Miller, secretary-treasurer of 
Oshkosh Motor Truck, Inc., died 
Dec. 6 at his home here after 
an illness of several months. He 
had been with the truck concern 
since its organization. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and two sons. 









in the new models | 
which dealers will have to know 


While the public reaction that we | 
indicated | 


dealer knows about his car the | 


National shows provide a school | 
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| Studebaker of Canada 


Reports Record Nov. 

Walkerville, Dec. 11.— Stude- 
baker Corp. of Canada, Ltd., an- 
nounces that its sales during 
November exceeded any previous 
| November during the 22 years of 
| its operation. The announcement 
| was made by D. R. Grossman, 
| vice-president and general man- 
ager, who stated that the _ in- 
creased volume is a definite indi- 
cation of the return of better 
times as well as the recognition 
by the public of the values in the 
1934 Studebaker product. 

The large number of unfilled 
orders carried over from Novem- 
ber together with December or- 
ders indicate a new all-time 


record for December business for | 


the corporation. 


Glidden and du Pont 


End Lacquer Dispute 

New York, Dec. 12.—Final 
agreement has been reached out 
| of court between the du Pont Co. 
| and the Glidden Co. in the lac- 
quer litigation decided recently 
in the United States circuit court 
of appeals in New York, which 
sustained the du Pont patent re- 


lating to the manufacture of 
Duco. 
The settlement will permit 


Glidden to manufacture all types 
of lacquers covered by the du 
Pont patent. 


Factory Walkout 

Edgerton, Wis., Dec. 11.—-The 
Highway Trailer Co. plant here 
was idle Dec. 7 as the result of 
a walkout of about 150 workmen 
in a demand for higher wages. 
Spokesmen for the strikers said 
the company had been paying) 


jable for rough roads. 


Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ever but it remained for Saturday 
night to add a little more knowl- 
edge to my collection of facts 
about independent front spring- 
ing. That came when I dialed in 
on “F.O.B. Detroit” and heard 
Duncan Moore interview none 
| other than William S. Knudsen. 
| I pricked up my ears when the 
|executive vice-president of Gen- 
eral Motors, in response to 
question put by Moore, declared 
that “knee action wheels are 
something that the engineers 
found we had to have in order to 
get something else.” Which was 
interpreted to mean 
when Knudsen added: 

“From our customer research 
we find that there is getting to be 
a greater demand for comfort 
now that we have increased the 
speed and economy of our motor 
cars.” 








* * * 


THEN THE GM executive put 
into laymen’s language an apt 
description of knee action wheels. 
Said he: “Comfort has, after a 
fashion, kept pace with speed, but 
pitching would have to go before 
the passengers in the rear seats 
could be really comfortable. If 
we made the springs any softer 
than they are under present con- 
ditions the car would not be suit- 
The en- 
gineers have found a way to at- 


|tach wheels individually to the 


frame and produce an action that 
would make it possible to have 
front springs with a _ softness 
about equal to the rear springs. 
Out of this came knee action 
wheels and the new distribution 





from 24 to 28 cents per hour. 
They demand a wage scale rang- | 
ing downward from 42 cents per) 
hour. The men have been work- |! 
| ing 40 hours per week. 
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of weight in the car.” 
a * ” 
THE MOORE PROBE brought 
a statement from Knudsen which, 


as he said, “is something of par- | 


a | 


comfort, | 


FORD GROUP 


ticular interest to radio listeners.” 
That something was the declara- 
tion by Knudsen that “more than 
500,000 automobiles in the United 
States have been equipped with 
radio receiving sets this year. 
More than a third of the Cadillacs 
and La Salles sold this year were 
delivered with receiving sets in- 
stalled. Twelve out of every 100 
new Chevrolet owners have had 
receiving sets installed upon de- 
livery. We have equipped every 
General Motors car built this year 
| with a built-in aerial. 

| “With more than 50 companies 
| making sets for automobiles in 
| the United States alone, it would 
}seem reasonable to believe that 
| one of these days almost everyone 
| will be driving to music.” 

* 


* 
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| THIS ADCRAFT CLUB of 
which Detroit is so proud and 
which has as members many 
prominent in the automobile in- 
dustry, has big doings scheduled 
for the coming Friday. First of 
all, there will be the regular 
weekly noonday services at the 
Statler, open to all present and/or 
past members, while in the eve- 
ning, at the same hostelry, the 
old timers of the organization— 
and by that is meant old timers— 
there will be the reunion of the 
veterans rallying to the call of 
Bill Klare to “come and get it.” 

. 


¥ “ 


SALES MANAGERS of auto- 
mobile companies who have been 
asking each other, “Do farmers 
ever make money?” are being 
answered by John Gaughen of 
the Capper farm papers, who of- 
fers as evidence the returns from 
the Bureau of Census, to-wit: 

86,587 farmers actually reported 
incomes over $10,000 each. 

525,452 farmers actually re- 
ported incomes over $4,000 each. 

1,153,458 farmers actually re- 
ported incomes over $2,500 each. 

3,072,531 farmers actually re- 





GENERAL MOTORS GROUP 





Picketing Is Resumed 


By Edgewater Strikers 
Edgewater, Dec. 12.—After a lull 
of several weeks, strikers at the 
Ford assembly plant have resumed 
picketing. Several meetings have 
been held and the men were urged 
to resume their activities. A tele- 
gram protesting the government’s 
delay in acting on the strike was 
sent to President Roosevelt. The 
strikers are anticipating immedi- 
ate action as a result. 

Hugh V. Reilly, American Fed- 
eration of Labor organizer, an- 
nounced at the meeting that a 
conference between William 
Green, president of the Federa- 
tion, and the National Labor 
| Board will be held today. Mr. 
| Reilly said: There are between 
| 1,400 and 1,600 men on strike at 
| the plant. 


| Gould Elected President 


| . 
| Of S. E. Georgia Dealers 
| Brunswick, Ga., Dec. 12 (UTPS). 
| --James D. Gould jr. was elected 
president of the Southeast 
Georgia Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn. at a meeting held in Bruns- 
wick, Nov. 24. Other officers 
elected were Bert Glisson, of 
Valdosta, vice-president, and W. 
H. Tyson, of Jessup, secretary and 
treasurer, completing the perma- 
nent organization of the body. 
John Smith, president of the 
John Smith Chevrolet Co., of At- 
lanta, and national advisory com- 
mitteeman for the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ Assn., addressed 
the meeting. 


ported incomes over $1,000 each. 

“Yes,” says Gaughen, “very 
definitely farmers are making 
money. Not all of them, but pro- 
portionately a higher percentage 
do than in any other classification 
of industry. They are able and 
willing to buy-—but they must be 


| sold.” 


LATEST CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 


These cumulative figures, showing the number of new automobiles registered in each state during the preceding 
month are published in Automotive Daily News immediately upon release by R. L. Pork & Co. twice weekly. 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co. with exception of New Jersey, supplied by New Jersey Motor List Co. 
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Willys Group 
Debates Plan 
For 5,000 Cars 


(Continued from Page 1) 


through the building of 5,000 to 
7,500 passenger cars. 

Represented at the conference 
Monday were the _ bondholders’ 
committee, the trustee for the 
bondholders, and creditors and re- 
ceivers. 

L. A. Miller, receiver, previously 
announced the withdrawal of the 
application seeking authority to 
manufacture an additional 1,500 
trucks for the International Har- 
vester Co., which withdrew its 
offer. The International is pre-| 
paring to manufacture half-ton 
trucks at its plant in Springfield, 
Ohio. 


Virginia Cuts Rates 
On Motor Insurance 


Richmond, Dec. 12 (UTPS).— 
Fixing permanent rates on auto- 
mobile public liability and prop- 
erty damage insurance, the Vir- 
ginia state corporation commis- 
sion has ordered a reduction of 
approximately 20 per cent under 
the rates asked by underwriters 
last spring. 





The present rates are already 
10 per cent under these asked, as 
a result of a temporary order. 
The current action places an ad- 
ditional reduction of about 10 per 
cent and makes the permanent 
rates effective Jan. 1, 1934. 


Sun’s Secretary 
Toledo, Dec. 12.—The Sun Ad- 
vertising Co. has elected Spencer 
Vanderbilt secretary and a mem- 
ber of the board of directors. 
Mr. Vanderbilt has been with the 
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D. S. Eddins Joins Staff 


Of Chrysler Corporation | 


Detroit, Dec. 11.—D. S. Eadins 
has joined the staff of the Chrys- 
ler Corp in an executive capacity, 
according to an 
announcement 
Saturday by the 
corporation. 

Mr. Eddins’ 
long experience 
in the automo- 
bile industry 
covers both 
sales and pro- 
duction activi- 
ties. He entered 
the automotive 
field by joining 
the Studebaker 
Corp. which assigned him to its 
shops at Dallas. Following sev- 
eral promotions he was _ trans- 
ferred to the sales division. 

After operating a Maxwell dis- 


D. S. Eddins 


| tributorship in Denver he joined 


General Motors Corp. and was 
assigned to the Chevrolet division. 
He organized the Denver zone for 
Chevrolet and served as zone 
manager. Later he was promoted 
to the Atlantic coast regional 
managership, and then became 
assistant general sales manager 
of Chevrolet. 

While he was serving in this 
position, General Motors trans- 
ferred him to the Olds Motor 
Works as general sales manager 
and from there he advanced to 
the topmost rung of the Olds 
company ladder, assuming the 
position of president and general 
manager. 

In the general readjustment of 
the General Motors organization 
in 1932, Mr. Eddins was assigned 
to the staff of R. H. Grant, vice- 
president in charge of sales. This 
position he has resigned to ally 
himself with the Chrysler cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Eddins will assume his new 


| 


| As Single Unit 


Reo of Canada 
Will Operate 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Reo sales or service activities. 
Commenting on the new policy, 
R. G. Hudson, export sales man- 
ager of the Reo company at Lans- 
ing, Michigan, announced that 
P. J. Duggan, for the past eight 
years sales manager of Dominion 
Motors, will become general man- 
ager of the re-constituted Reo 
Motor Co. of Canada. 

Mr. Duggan expressed great 
satisfaction over his new associa- 
tion. “Reo has been an active 
factor in the Canadian automo- 
tive picture for more than 25 
years,” he stated. “The sincere 
regard of the Canadian public for 
Reo products makes the new con- 
nection particularly appealing.” 


Flint Will Celebrate 


Return of Buick Sales 


Flint, Dec. 12.—Businessmen of 
Flint are to give an appreciation 
dinner to General Motors in the 





I. M. A. auditorium here Dec. 19. 
The event is being sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
marks return of the Buick sales 
organization to this city. When 
Buick sales were consolidated in 
Detroit, Flint protested sincerely. 
William S. Knudsen, recently ele- 
vated to be executive vice-presi- 
dent of General Motors in charge 
of all auto and body manufactur- 
ing, is to be among honor guests 
at the dinner. 


Change in Name 
Detroit, Dec. 12.—-The American 
| Replacement Gear & Parts Co., 
| 1342 Canfield avenue, has changed 


company since March 1 as head | duties on the Chrysler executive its name to the American Gear 


of the copy department. | 


REGISTRATIONS BY STATES 


The complete cumulative figures will be shown every Saturday, until all 48 states or complete United States totals 


staff immediately. 


| & Parts Co. 


Indiana Court Decision | 


Is Assailed by NAFC 


Chicago, Dec. 12.—Criticism of 
a decision handed down by the 
Supreme Court of Indiana ad- 
versely affecting finance compa- 
nies is made by the National As- 
sociation of Finance Companies 
in a bulletin just issued. The 
bulletin refers to the ruling as 
“dangerous” and adds: 

“The Supreme Court of Indiana 
has recently handed down a de- 
cision favorable to a garage and 
adverse to a finance company in 
a case where the garage repaired 
a car at the order of the condi- 
tional purchaser, and the car was 
claimed by the finance company 
after the buyer had defaulted in 
his payments. 

“This appears to be contrary to 
the law of Indiana as established 
by several previous Supreme 
Court decisions, and we under- 
stand there has been a move for 
a rehearing.” 


Bergen Assn. Formed 

Hackensack, N. J., Dec. 12.—The 
Bergen County Automobile Deal- 
ers’ Assn. has been re-organized 
with Joseph McCrane, Hacken- 
sack, president; Charles J. Jahn, 
Ridgewood, secretary; and H. 
Stillman, Englewood, treasurer. 
William H. Peters, of Hacken- 
sack, heads the executive com- 
mittee. 


| 


County Group 

Cadillac, Mich., Dec. 12.—Retail 
automobile dealers of Wexford 
and Missaukee counties have or- 
ganized here and elected the fol- 
lowing officers: T. Washer Kelly, 
president; Frank McClish, vice- 
president; Arvid Nordell, secre- 
tary-treasurer; C. C. Berg and 
Harvey Danville; board members, 
and Walter Edmonds, L. J. Dem- 
ing and Jay Taylor, code com- 
mittee. | 
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Toledo Plants 
Report Upturn; 
New Cars Help 


Toledo, Dec. 12.—An upturn im 
activity in industrial plants, par- 
ticularly those allied to the auto- 
motive field, is being felt. The 
principal stimulus comes from 
the start of the manufacture and 
introduction of the 1934 model 
motor cars. 

Payrolls of 51 plants show 
12,381 employed. While there has 
been a decrease, as compared to 
the preceding week, this is ac- 
counted for by the slackening in 
the juvenile vehicle industries and 
the reduction at the Willys- 
Overland plant. A year ago there 
were 8,000 workers employed at 
the Willys-Overland Co. 


Prospects Favorable 


Prospects of further pick-up in 
the next few weeks are bright, 
with Toledo glass plants prepared 
for increased business from the 
automotive industry. The two 
plants of the Libbey-Owens-Ford 
Co. are prepared for capacity 
operation. 

At the end of last week, the 
Toledo plant of the Chevrolet 
Motor Ohio Co. had at work 1,800 
men. Within two weeks it is ex- 
pected that the plant will reach 
its employment peak of about 
2,200 men. 


More CWA Jobs 


Initiation of additional CWA 
projects in Lucas County this 
week is counted upon to swell the 
number of workers employed here 
by the government to more than 
19,000. 

Bank debits for last week ag- 
gregated $15,325,200, exceeding 
the business volume for the cor- 
responding week of a year ago, 
$14,973,300. 

Recent reports from financial 
circles are to the effect that 
Electric Auto-Lite Co. may show 
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$5 a 
share on its common stock. 


Truck War Hostilities 
Between N. J.-Ohio End 


Trenton, Dec. 12.—H. G. Hoff- 
man, motor vehicle commissioner, 
has announced that truck war 
hostilities between Ohio and New 
Jersey have ceased. 

Due to a modification of the 
rulings of the public utility com- 
mission, Ohio trucks making cas- 
ual hauls in or through New Jer- 
sey, not exceeding two or three 
loads a month will be permitted 
to operate without New Jersey 
registrations. The “war” began in 
September when New Jersey 
trucks were refused entry into 
Ohio without payment of the pub- 
lic utility tax. 


Dahlquist, Engineer, 
Goes to Continental 


Detroit, Dec. 12.--Charles S. 
Dahlquist has been appointed 
eastern territory sales engineer 
of Continental Motors Corp. He 
will develop the company’s motor 
business among automotive and 
industrial accounts. 

As a major during the war, 
Dahlquist was in charge of truck 
and automobile inspection. His 
manufacturing, industrial and 
sales experience has been gained 
through association with Timken- 
Detroit Axle Co., the Eaton Axle 
Co., and the Edward S. Budd 
Mfg. Co 


Krell Named Manager 
Of Pontiac Sales Zone 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12.—Henry G. 
prominent in automobile 
circles here, has been appointed 
Minneapolis zone manager of the 
Pontiac Motor Co. He will have 
with him, J. W. Taylor, assistant 
zone manager; A. S. Christianson, 
business and office manager; E. 
H. Fie, distribution and organiza- 
tion manager, and E. M. Taber, 
service and parts manager. 
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13,250 Miles of Highway 


Washington, Dec. 12.—More 
than 13,250 miles of Federal Aid 
highway were improved in the fis- 
eal year 1933, the second largest 
achievement of its kind in history, 
says the annual report of Thomas 
H. MacDonald, chief of the United 
States Bureau of Public Roads, 
just made public. 

Other facts set forth in the re- 
port are of a less happy nature. 
For the first time in 17 years, it is 
set forth, the fiscal year ended 
with no provision made by Con- 
gress for the continuance of the 
Federal Aid highway program; in 
other words, the fixed highway 
policy has given way to one of a 
temporary and emergency nature. 


System Half Finished 


That this change hardly is jus- 
tified by circumstance is implied 
in the figures dealing with the 
status of the Federal Aid system. 
It is only slightly more than one- 
half completed, with a total of 
107,869 miles (out of the network 
of 206,277) brought to a satisfac- 
tory state of improvement. Of the 
13,255 miles of projects completed 
in the last fiscal year, 8,503 miles 
represented new construction. 


In lieu of the regular annual ap- | 


propriation, with its assurance of 
a continued program, highway 
participation by the Federal gov- 
ernment now is through the me- 
dium of a special $400,000,000 
emergency public works grant, 
Mr. MacDonald points out. 

The dominance of the employ- 
ment theme in road construction 
is set forth in figures relating to 
the work-creation of the far-flung 





Replacement Mart 


Will Aid 34 Sales |At Cleveland Show 


San Antonio, Dec. 12.—Improve- 
ment in new and used car sales 
for the month of November over 
the same period for 1932, is noted 
in figures given out by the San 
Antonio Automobile Trade Assn. 
this week. New car sales were 327 
passenger cars and 45 trucks, for 
a total of 372, against 157 passen- 
ger cars and 27 trucks for the 
same period last year. 

Used car sales totaled 645 cars 
and trucks against 606 for No- 
vember, 1932. 

Chevrolet continued to lead the 
field with 125 cars and trucks, | 
with Ford second with 81, and} 
Plymouth third with 48. Stude- 
baker and Nash showed up well | 
with 21 and 15 sales respectively. 
Other cars were more or less af-| 
fected by anticipation of new 
models. 

Fluctuation of sales during De- | 
cember is anticipated through | 
seasonal business and anticipa-| 
tion of new models. Dealers, 
however, look forward to 1934| 
with great encouragement. It is} 
pointed out that there is an} 
enormous replacement market) 
which has grown greater with} 
continued slack business. This | 
is expected to prove of major) 
importance in 1934 sales. Ap-| 
plication of the NADA code is| 
also expected to prove effective | 
in helping business generally. 


Wholesale Prices Rise | 


Washington, Dec. 11.— Whole- | 
sale commodity prices advanced 
slightly during the latest week. 
According to the National Fer- 
tilizer Assn. the index advanced 
from 68.5 the previous week to 
68.8 for the week ended Dec. 9. 
During the preceding week the 
index showed no change while} 
two weeks ago, it declined 10 
points. The index a month ago 
was 69.4, six points higher than 
the latest index number. A year 
ago the index was 59.5. 


Mooney Elected 
New York, Dec. 12.—James D. 
Mooney, president of General 
Motors Export Co. has been 
elected president of American 
Mfrs. Export Ass’n. 


| treasurer. 


operations. 
grant of $120,000,000 made at the 
beginning of the fiscal year, plus | 
the regular appropriation, Federal 


road projects gave 1,138,283 man- | |! 


months of employment. The} 
emergency appropriation alone} 
gave 577,673 man-months of work. | 


Employment Doubles 


The total employment thus cre- 
ated was more than double that of 
the previous fiscal year. A consid- 
erable factor in the increase was 
the continuance of construction on 
a large scale during the winter 
months. 


Roads in the national parks 
were increased by 174 miles dur- 
ing the year, bringing the total to 
674 miles. Public forest highways 
now aggregate 5,593 miles, the re- | 
sult of 359 miles of new construc- | 
tion. 

Numerous traffic studies were | 
made by the Bureau’s experts dur- | 
ing the year, one of the most im- 
portant of which was that made 
in Michigan to determine the dis- | 
tribution of traffic over various | 
parts of the total highway net-| 
work. It was found that city) 
streets carried 50 per cent of the 
total volume of traffic, state high- | 
ways 33 per cent, with county and 
township roads the remaining 17 
per cent. 

Motor taxation, low cost road 
building methods, highway traffic 
capacity, highway intersection 
capacity, highway signs and uni- 
formity in motor vehicle regula- 
tion were the subjects of other | 
studies made by the Bureau. 


All Space Taken 


Cleveland, Dec. 12.—Almost all 
of the available space for pes- 
senger car displays at Cleveland’s 
Automobile Show to be held in 
Public Hall, Jan. 13 to 20, has been 
subscribed and allotted, Herbert | 
Buckman, show manager, an-| 
nounces. About a score of makes 
already have been entered and| 
several more are expected to 
apply. 

The show committee has decided | 


| to have all passenger car exhi-| 
| bition space carpeted, adding to 


the luxury of the displays. On) 
the main floor several manufac- | 
turers will display single models 
of their line on turntables. 

The new show committee elected 
by the recently organized Cleve- 
land Automotive Trade Assn., 
which sponsors the exhibition, 
consists of C. A. Bailey, of the 


| Bailey Buick Co.; E. J. Arnstine, | 


Studebaker distributor; G. B. Ehr- | 
man, Ford dealer; W. J. Michael, 
of the St. Clair Oldsmobile Co., 
and E. S. Dowd, of the Dowd-| 
Feder Co., distributors of Chrys- | 
lers and Plymouths. Mr. Buck- 
man, secretary and manager of 
the association, has managed 
Cleveland’s annual automobile 
shows for many years. 
L.G.S. Devices Reports 
12° Business Increase 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12.—L. G. S. 
Devices Corp., a division of the| 
Cord Corp., manufacturers of 
automobile free wheeling units, 
increased its business volume 42 
per cent in dollars and cents for 
the fiscal year ended Nov. 30, as} 
compared with 1932, according to | 
W. Carleton Starkey, president of 
the company. 

Free wheeling units supplied to | 
various automobile manufacturers | 
during the fiscal year just ended | 
totalled 571,781 as compared with 
430,742 units in 1932. 





| 

Dealers Elect 
Coshocton, O., Dec. 12.— New 
officers of the Coshocton Automo- 
tive Assn. are H. A. Scott, presi- 
dent; Ray Parks, vice-president; 
Harry Husted, Warsaw, secre- 
tary, and William Heffelfinger, 


| sured 


|posed code on the ground that 
|this branch of the maintenance 


| of the first Chevrolet since opera- 


| pleted on the company’s foundry 


| 
Improved by U.S. in Year! 


| 
With the emergent | 


Last Minute Wall Street Wires 
From CONRAD ALEXANDER 
Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 


New York, Dec. 12, 3:10 P.M.—Motor shares were a little 
soft today but declines were fractional. For the most 
part Chrysler continued to show a strong undertone 
after yesterday’s new high for the year. General Motors 
also was strong. Auburn fell back some after its recent 
sharp bulge. 





Garage Code Provisions 
Assailed by Auto Clubs 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tor that the by-laws of the,industry should have a code of 
organization and its set-up as-|its own. 
representation to every| Labor’s 
branch of the maintenance and|Newham, proposed a 40-hour 
parking industry. week for the trade, on the 
“Maintenance” Defined |grounds that the proposed 48-54 
Arthur W. Dowd, Buffalo, de-| hour work week might actually 
fining the term “maintenance” in|result in a decrease in employ- 
the code, declared that it meant |™ment under present conditions. 
“the repairing, storing and park- Provisions Attacked 
ing, servicing, rebuilding, over- Attacks by representatives of 
hauling, improving or otherwise | motor clubs featured the closing 
expending effort toward, or de-|hours of the public hearing on 
signed to effect, the better work-|the code. J. Maxwell Smith, 
ing and/or appearance of any|American Motorists Assn., and 
motor vehicle, including also the | Ernest N. Smith, American Auto- 
service stations, retail distribu- |mobile Assn., were the principal 
tion and the installation of the| witnesses for this group. Both 
necessary parts or accessories for | witnesses pointed out that motor 
such maintenance.” clubs stood to suffer greatly under 
It was this definition which|that code provision which would 
brought the first opposition to the| prohibit payment of rebates or 
proposed agreement, an objection | adjustments to such organizations 
which was voiced by MHarry|and their members. This custom 
Wolfington, Philadelphia, repre-|of the past is prohibited as an 
senting the Auto Rebuilders Assn. |unfair trade practice under sec- 
of the United States. Speaking, /tion five of the proposed code. 
he said, for 4,100 auto body re- In declaring the hearing re- 
builders; Mr. Wolfington asked|cessed indefinitely, Deputy Lane 
exemption for the entire group|congratulated members of the 


from the provisions of the pro-|code committee on the “helpful 
and unusually clarifying manner 


of presenting the code.” 


representative, R. S. 





Chevrolets Roll |Pontiac’s 1934 
From Line At Models Shown 


Janesville Plant To Zone Force 


Janesville, Dec. 11.—Production 


| 
| 


' 

(Continued from Page 1) 
tising, service, sales promotion 
and business management. The 
presentations were dramatized by 
means of talking pictures. 

A trip to the Milford proving 
grounds was the big event of 
Monday, the opening day. 
/new model Pontiacs were put 
through their paces, and the visi- 
tors had a chance to take a peek 


tions ceased Sept. 17, 1932, was 
made Dec. 7 by the Chevrolet 
Motor Co. The car, a 1934 model 
truck, was purchased by the 
state of Wisconsin and sent to 
Gov. A. G. Schmedeman. Trucks 
will be the only output for a week 
or more with production of new 
passenger cars scheduled to start | 
about Dec. 15. Operations are ex- 
pected to be increased gradually. 

About 400 are employed at the 
Chevrolet plant at present. The 
adjacent Fisher Body plant, which 
will begin operations within the 
next two or three weeks, has an 
approximate force of 200 em- 
ployes now. Repair work is being 
rushed on the Fisher Body plant 
and a new cafeteria being erected. 

Repair work is also being com- 





like other GM cars for next year, 
independent front wheel springing. 

On their return from Milford, 
the regional and zone men were 
entertained at dinner at the 
Statler Hotel. 
given by W.S. Knudsen, executive 


of a series of four one-day re- 
here, which has never been used 
since the erection of the Chevrolet 
plant. comprising each region. This 
session will be directed by V. L. 
Murray, home office regional 
manager. Similar meetings are 
scheduled for Thursday in New 
York, Dec. 18 in Chicago, and 
Dec. 20 in Memphis. 


Scrap Prices Up 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 11.— Leading 
scrap brokers have raised their 
quotation on number one heavy 
melting steel scrap to $12 to 
$12.50. This quotation is 25 cents 
higher than last Friday based on 
actual sales when price was an 
advance of 50 cents a ton over 
the last previous sale. 


Would Work Motorists 


To Help Workless 


St. Paul, Dec. 12.—The Minne- 
sota legislature, now in special 
session, will consider a proposal 
to add a cent to the state gaso- 
line tax to raise $2,000,000 of the 
$5,000,000 asked by Gov. Olson for 
unemployment relief. This ex- 
pedient, proposed by Harold H. 
Barker, of Elbow Lake, chairman 
of the house motor vehicle- com- 
mittee, would increase the state 
| tax from three to four cents. 


Perfect Circle Shares 


Hagerstown, Ind., Dec. 12.-The 
regular quarterly cash dividend 
on 162,500 shares of stock out- 
standing was recently declared 
by the board of directors, of the 
Perfect Circle Co. The dividend, 
amounting to 50 cents a share, is 
payable Jan. 1, 1934, to stock- 
holders of record Dec. 22, 1933. 


There | 


at the knees that give Pontiac, | 


Addresses were | 


vice-president of General Motors, | 
and R. H. Grant, vice-president. | 


Beginning Wednesday, the first | 


gional meetings will be held here | 
for the personnel of the zones | 


1934 Chevrolet 


Plans Told to 
Zone Managers 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the 1934 “knee-action” Chevrolet 
cars. 


A general business discussion 
and program for the forthcoming 
year is scheduled for tomorrow. 
Advertising plans calling for one 
of the most extensive advertising 
campaigns ever participated in by 
Chevrolet will be explained by R. 
| H. Crooker, advertising manager. 
| C. P. Fisken, sales promotion 

manager, will reveal plans for 
| 1934; and every other phase of 
automotive merchandising, includ- 
| ng Commercial car, dealer expan- 
| Sion, service, car distribution, re- 
| tail selling and business manage- 
| ment, will be covered by depart- 
| ment heads. 


Officials Are Guests 


Among the guests expected are 
R. H. Grant, O. E. Hunt, C. 8S. 
Mott, C. E. Wilson, and T. §S. 
Merrill, vice-presidents of General 
Motors; L. P. Fisher, president 
Cadillac Motor Car Co.; W. A. 
Fisher, president Fisher Body 
Corp.; J. J. Schuman, president 
General Motors Acceptance Corp.; 
H. H. Curtice, general manager 
Buick Motor Co.; H. T. Hickie, 
president Argonaut Realty Corp.; 
Wade Leach, vice-president Gen- 
eral Motors Holding Corp.; C. E. 
Dawson, president General Motors 
Fleet Sales Corp.; H. J. Earl, 
head General Motors Art & Color 
section; W. S. Isherwood, general 
manager AC Spark Plug Co.; J. 
H. McMahon, vice-president GM 
AC, General Motors Building, 
| New York; J. L. Myers, vice- 
| president GMAC, New York; L. 
|L. Short, president General Mo- 
tors Insurance Corp., New York. 


| H. J. Klingler, general manager 

Pontiac Motor Co.; Paul Seiler, 
| general manager General Motors 
| Truck; W. F. Hufstader, general 
| Sales manager Buick Motor Co.; 
| John C. Chick, general sales man- 
| ager Cadillac Motor Car Co.; C. 
| E. McTavish, general sales man- 
| ager General Motors of Canada, 
| Ltd.; D. E. Ralston, general sales 
|} manager Olds Motor Works; A. 
| W. L. Gilpin, general sales man- 
|} ager Pontiac Motor Co.; Thomas 
| P. Archer, vice-president Fisher 
Body Corp.; F. O. Tanner of Mr. 
|Knudsen’s staff; H. T. Ewald, 
| president Campbell-Ewald Co.; 
|}and the following Chevrolet of- 
| ficials: C. E. Wetherald, vice- 
| president in charge of manufac- 
|turing; H. B. Hatch and Felix 
Doran, assistant general sales 
managers; E. W. Ivy, general 
auditor; D. P. O’Keefe, purchas- 
ing agent; C. R. Scharff, traffic 
| director; W. C. Williams jr., as- 
sembly plant supervisor, and 
Hugh Dean, assistant manufac- 
turing manager. 


'Dominion’s President. 
Roy D. Kerby, Resigns 


Toronto, Dec. 12.—Retirement of 
Roy D. Kerby as president and 
general manager of Dominion 
Ltd. is formally an- 
| nounced. His resignation will be 
effective Dec. 31. 


The announcement added that 
Mr. Kerby could not as yet make 
any statement regarding his fu- 
ture plans but it is understood that 
he will remain in the automotive 
industry, in which he has spent 

|; some 21 years. 


| Motors, 


|Rusco Southern Sales Up 


Middletown, Dec. 11.—F. A. Ger- 
rard, manager of the replage- 
ments and equipment depart- 
ments of the Russell Mfg. Co., of 
this city, reports a distinct uplift 
in sales during the past six 
months in the Richmond, Char- 
lotte, Greenville, Knoxville, Tampa, 
Birmingham and Lexington ter- 
ritories. Through the 12 four- 
week periods ending Nov. 1, Mr. 
Gerrard announces sales increases 
ranging from 15 to 100 per cent 
over the same periods in 1932. 





